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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ring 
et al '400. 

Ring et al '400 teach dressings comprising microbially-produced cellulose 
(abstract). A ratio of liquid to cellulose of 20:1 is disclosed (column 5 lines 36-38), 
therefore, the cellulose content is 5%. The dressings may be constructed in a variety of 
shapes (column 10 line 68-column 7 line 1). As to the claimed properties, they must be 
possessed by the anticipatory composition because it is the same as that claimed. As 
to the claimed shaping, Ring et al teach different sizes. Shaping to a wound is merely 
an intended use. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11, 19-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ring et al in view of Augustine. 

Ring et al '400 is described above. The cellulose is obtained from a motionless 
medium, repeatedly washed in water to a ratio of about 1 :90 cellulose: water (column 5 
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lines 6-19). Drying and reconstitution to 5 % liquid content is specified (column 6 lines 
1-4). Sterilization in an electronic beam or cobalt-60 irradiation and sealing in packages 
constructed of aluminum foil laminated with a polymeric film is taught (column 10 lines 
53-64). Changing the dressing is disclosed (column 10 lines 10-15). Ring et al does 
not teach treatment of pressure, diabetic or venous ulcers with dressings. 

Augustine teaches treatment of wounds with a bandage (title). Pressure, 
diabetic, and venous ulcers are specified (column 1 lines 53-62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to use the Ring et al '400 
dressing to treat pressure, diabetic and venous ulcers, in view of the teaching of 
Augustine that such ulcers are treatable with a bandage. As to the claimed properties 
of the dressing, that of Ring et al '400 must possess said properties because it is the 
same dressing as that claimed. As to the claimed full thickness chronic wounds, 
Augustine teaches that pressure, diabetic and venous ulcers are such (column 1 lines 
57-62). As to the claimed instructions and chevron pouch, the former is not a 
patentable limitation in utility patents and the latter is a mere design consideration. As 
to the cellulose to water ratio in the claimed method of making, Ring et al '400 teach a 
similar ratio. Again, absent a showing of criticality, obtaining an optimum ratio could be 
routinely determined. As to the claimed properties of the method of using, they must be 
achieved by the obvious method because it employs the same composition as claimed. 
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Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 , 3-4, 9-22, the phrase "microbial-derived cellulose" is vague; the 
metes and bounds of the derivation are unclear. 

In claim 27 "margin s" is indefinite, "better" is vague; better than what 
alternative? 

No claims allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Webman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0633. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Padmanabhan, can be reached on 571-272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I 

EDWARDu). WEBMAN 
PRIMARfEXAMlWR 



